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Jan Van Herle obtained a chemistry degree from
Basel University (Switzerland) in 1987 followed by
a masters degree in Information Science in 1989.
The same year he temporarily joined ABB in
Baden for a SOFC demonstration project led by Dr
UIf Bossel, in preparing for his PhD. In 1993 he
obtained a doctoral degree from Ecole
Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne (EPFL,
Switzerland) with a thesis on SOFC cathode
reaction mechanisms.

After a postdoc 1994 — 1995 in Japan (Tsukuba,
Prof. H Yokokawa, Prof. T Kawada) he returned to
EPFL as scientific collaborator in SOFC research
at the Chemistry Department, focusing on
electrochemistry and materials. In 2000, he
cofounded HTceramix, a Swiss SOFC company,
and completed a masters degree in Energy
Technology at EPFL, to join the Laboratory of
Industrial Energy Systems (LENI, EPFL, Prof. D
Favrat), as a lecturer and group leader of SOFC
research, focusing on fuels and stacks. J. Van
Herle has coauthored 165 publications and
comanaged 50 SOFC projects in half of which he
was the main applicant. In 2008 he was promoted
to MER at EPFL (Research and Teaching
Responsible).

http://leni.epfl.ch/
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Dr. GUnther G. Scherer studied Chemistry at the
Technical University Munich (Diplom-Chemiker)
and obtained a PhD in Physical Chemistry from
the Technical University Berlin in 1975, while
working with Prof. Heinz Gerischer and Prof. Frank
Willig at the Fritz-Haber Institut of the Max-Planck-
Gesellschaft.

After a stay as an IBM World Trade Post-Doctoral
Fellow at the IBM Research Laboratory in San
Jose, California, he joined the Battelle-Institut
Frankfurt (Dr. G. Sandstede) with a scholarship of
the German National Science Foundation, working
on electrochemical oxygen reduction. In 1980 he
moved on to the Brown Boveri Research Center,
Baden, Switzerland, where he was involved in an
R&D project on large scale water electrolysis, and
from 1986 to 1989 he continued to work at Ingold
Messtechnik, Urdorf, Switzerland, heading a
research group on electrochemical sensors.

In 1989 he joined Paul Scherrer Institut, Villigen,
Switzerland and started PSl's activity on Polymer
Electrolyte Fuel Cells (PEFCs). Since 2002 he is
Head of the Electrochemistry Laboratory of Paul
Scherrer Institut.

http://ecl.web.psi.ch/
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The sole purpose of the European Fuel Cell Forum is the
promotion of fuel cell and hydrogen technologies through the J L

EFCF conferences, expositions, promotion events (Green Salon
& Rondo), literature and media. It is an enabling, high level exchange platform, providing
scientific sessions and tutorials, a technical exhibition, as well as international project
meetings and recreational networking events in the charming and inspirational area of
Lucerne, in the heart of Switzerland. Every summer the EFCF invites more than
10’000 stakeholders around the world to participate in this internationally recognised
event on the shores of the picturesque lake Lucerne.

The EFCF has a heritage of more than 24 years! As far back as 1994 the 1st EUROPEAN
SOFC FORUM attracted leading international speakers as well as a global audience.
Since then, a high quality conference series has been established. It grew to the
EUROPEAN REFERENCE EVENT in the field, where the ENTIRE COMMUNITY likes to
meet. The conference topics alternate annually. On even years the conference
concentrates on «Solid Oxide Cells> (SOC): Fuel Cells, Electrolysers and Membrane
Reactors. On odd years, the conference concentrates on «Hydrogen Fuel Cell and
Direct Alcohol Fuel Cell>> as well as «Hydrogen Processing: Production, Storage
and Infrastructure>>.

Unlike many commercial conferences, the EFCF is organised by FCH technologists
and scientists. The owners Olivier Bucheli and Dr. Michael Spirig are active members of
the European FCH community. Comprehensive exchange of scientific and technical
information and high-level networking are the main objectives. Dedicated to continuously
grow the EFCForum as one of the most prominent and interesting meeting places. To
ensure a permanent progress the recommendations of the renowned EFCF International
Board of Advisors are considered and the trends of the sector observed and anticipated
(www.EFCF.com/IBoA). The organisers ensure that the stakeholders needs are always
the focus of the EFCF, with the ambition to build a Bridge from Science to Technology
and from Technology to Products!

Take part at the EFCForum Events and
become a member of the FCH community

Olivier Bucheli Michael Spirig
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